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law; of a contempt of court for giving the
facilities of his companies’ ferry-slips to the
competing steambont. A courl must be anxions
convertting its dignity when such strong meas-
ures ure reguired to preserve it.
st

The latest nreséntation of that noble Agure
in our loeal politics known ag ex-1'olice Com-
missioner Hugh Gardoner was before the Com-
mittee on Crime yesterday in the attitude of
wappheating with the Distriet-Attorney on be-
haif of o burglar in consideration of what he
(the burglar) ** had done for the party !"
-

The argument of Mr. Evarts in the Claflin
ease yesterday war o powerful efifort which de-

| served faller report than we have room to zive
| it.

Hi= purpose seemed to be to sllu‘tl!nt

| the indictment against Mr, Claflin’s firm was so

loosely drawn that, muel s his clients desired
to go to trial on the merits of their case, his

lawyers conld not consent to it.
- ip—

Judge Neilson has consented to the applica-
tion of District-Attorney Britton and ordered
the eriming] indictments azainst  Franeis D,
Moulton and Theodore Tilton to be quashed,
No one knows better than Judge Neilson  the
folly and  indeceney of reviving that nely
seandal, and lns action will be commended by
all even half-way familiar with the case,

-

It has been well kuown for a leng time that
the old squad of Police Detectives protected
maore rogies than they arrested,  Judging from
the report of Comnpsioner Howe, as subimit-
ted 1o the Committee on Crime yesterduny, of
the amounts of recovercd property  they had
turned over to the eity, it may be coneluded
also that some, at least, of them Kkept more
than they squandered on the city,

eSO

The appearanee of Ameriean cotton goods in
Manchester is justly recrded as * gignificant,”
and st amaze the cotton spinnersacenstome Lo
receive only the raw material from this country.
The gradual deeline in the eost of production
venders this possible, and will in time enable
s to eompete successiully with British fabries
the Chinese, Sonth Ameriean, and other
miarkets,

——

Districl-Attormey Phelps’s former  assitant,

when hefore the Committes on Crime yester- |

day, deelined to say  what  ** Custom-honse
“ politicians™ had aranged with the Distriet-
Attorney  that  Michael Norton,
“ghonld not be hrought to tnial on comdition
“he worked for the party.” Does not Mr,
I'helps owe it to himself in (his junectire to
explain who it was he thus trented with, and

why Y
-~

In (he spit acainst the Ocean National Bank,
testimony  thus far brought ferward  tends
toward proving negligence bt not criminal in-
tent on the part of its oficers,  They deemed
the safe w0 sccure against the operations of
burglirs that a night watchman was unneces-
garv.  Undoubtedly this was a sovious error of

| judgment 3 but the proof of that alene will not

t popularity of tas safe and efffcachons preparition s nlone |

atiribintible t it utiiaste woth, o Bie 100
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THE NEBWS THIS MORNING.

Forpiay., — Nereisos & Co. of London failed:
Tiabilitiea 230,000,  Ameriean calicoes were -
ported in Manchester, There was tempesia-
ous wealhier in kngland. - The estimates in the
revenue of the Geroun Empire for 1576 show a
deficit of 5,750,000, The Freneh Conuenl of
Ministers decided not to posecute M. Rauher.

Dosestie,—The Governor’s Canal  Commigssann
mnde their cighth report, implicat
Hopkins, Appraiser Davis, aud Anditor Thayer in
gross cxactions from Siato elzimants, The

i% of disease whon |

Trrguse, Mul Subsenliers, $3 peran. |

uf Coighs, |
in- |

justify the erave charge of connivauce i the
robbery which the prosecution has made aednst
the' former presilent.

->
The coming of Messra, Moody and Sankey
is preevded in this city and vieinity by a

Ring thief, '

|

who thus made $3,500 out of the necessities
of one of the public creditors, Now who re-
commended Van Dyck to employ Davis at an
expense of $1,0001  Mr. Van Dyck testifies
that it was none other than Controller Hop-
kins, and the Controller is unablo to give an
explicit contradiction to this damaging state-
ment, though s “impression” is that Van
Dyek suggested the name of Davis him-
aelf, DBut this is not all; for it appears that
the Attorney-General liad already told the Con-
trofler that the claim was good, and the Dep-
uty Attorney-General had givea the Controller
the same opinion, and Mr., Thayer knew that
the opinion had been given when he shaved
the clahw, and all these officers bad talked
over the embarrassments of Mr. Baxter and
the justice of Ina demand. There was really
no doubt whatever about the legality of the
payment, bt the machinery of the Controller's
department could not be sei in motion until
gsomebody had been roundly paid.

The Commission tells the story of another
cise almost precisely similar.,
1874, Isaae V. Buker, President of the New-
York and Canada Railroad, applied to Con-
troller Hopkins for the payment of a grant of
70,000 voted the Company by the Legishi-
ture.  Mr. Hopking refused to do anything
without the opinion of the Attorney-General,
and refused also to ask for the opinion of the
Attorney-General.  As that officer of course
does nol  give opinions to elaimants against
the State, the donble refusal  threatened to
create embirrassment; but  somebody—* Mr.
“ Baker is not sure whether it was the
“Qontroller o one of  his companions”—
sitggeested telegraphing  for  Thaddens  C.
Davis  to come on  from  DBuffulo  aud
fix things. The Conlroller sent  the
celesaram—and all this time Attorney-General
Praft was jnst up siairs. Well, Davis came;
the Controiler wrote a letter to the Attorney-
General, nsking his opinion; Davis took the
letter and followed Gen, Pratt home to Syra-
enses u favorable opinion was immediately in-
dorsed upon it; Mr, Baker met Davis in the
Controller's office, got  his money and puid
&1,000 for the serviee right there at Mr
Hophing's desk, and Mr, Hopkins was appealed
to by both parties to say what the charge
ought to be,

Comment upon these two dgeaceful affairs
is entirely superilions; but we iy remark
that Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Thayer, and Mr. Pratt
are ol eonnceted  with  the Canal  Doard
which professes to be trying delinguent engi-
neers, and that the Board 15 understond to be
disgusted at the violent and  partisan spirit in
which the Governor's Commission  discharges
ita duties.

NEW-GUINEA TO BE CIVILIZED.

While the British find the limits of their in-
fluenee in Asin clearly  defined by Russian
advances, they seem likely, o compensation
for this, to extend in and lelow  the tropies
over nearly all the iskands of the sea. When
the Fiji islanders were secking a profectorate,
and our own Govermment was  dallying with
the speenlation, the propheey  wis wade in

CGemany that (he aeeeptanee wosld prove an

marked awakening of religious interest in |

many  churches of  different
The movement extesds thronghont this and
neighboiing cities, and takes the form ol re-
vival mectings. A cordial symonthy with the
work to be begun to-morrow in Breoklyn is
already manifested by clorgymen of varions

destinations, |

creeds.  That heartiness of eoiiperation which |

during the meetings of the Fvangelical Alli-
ance overwhelmed and kept ot of sight all

| there sinted that

winor differences of faith, will prolahly aeain |

Le displayed,

e

Registration was more general yesterday
bt we are still nearly four thonsand  behind
last yeur's record at this stuge of the work.
Uiless a great advanee s made to-day, this
vear's vote must fall behind that of twelve

entering wedge to the ocenpation of uneivil-
ized Jands in those distant seas, and that the
next in arder wonld be New-Gaine. Fogland
aceepted  the Piji protectorate, amd nll the
tronble  that  has  eome  with  that  rash
experiment  seems not to hinder the fultillment
of the propheey,  Three eonsiderable expedi-
tions for the purpose of seitling New-linines
have been annonnecd,  One of dhese has been
the ovension of & farge amd influential town
wiseting Tield at Sydney, No S0 W, ad it was
many  emigronts with their
families were engiaged for the expedition, They
hopwe 1o open o trade with Ansirali poits for
the products of New-Gulnen, amons which are
named eocoannt and palin oils, varions tropi-
eal woods amd  spices, arrowrool, sago, and
agar, pearl and tavde shells béche de mer
and frepang. The last two articles, we belisae,
are the same thing, an animal of the sea-
cuember kind, very ensions inoan sqiarinm,

In December, | posed mercased  wealth,

have been corrcetly enumerated, it scems
strange that the natives have little vxcept
poverty to display. But quartz has been found ;
and it is believed, though not known, that the
quartz contains gold. Thervin is probably the
bottom sceret in the project of settling Now-
Guinems

THE HARD TIMES.

It in & qmestion which many people are ask-
ing themselves, Why does this severe depres-
aion in busines< continue to affliet the coun-
try 1 At the outset, bofore attempting to an-
gwer the question, two things must be consid-
ered. In the fiist place it is desirable to know
what is the average healthy condition not only
of business but of the entire population. When
from sny eanse prices of things in generul are
rapidly nsing the entire business commu-
pity and the holders of property of all
kinda fancy they are growing rich. They
fashion  their  expenditures  and  transae-
tions of every kind accoulding to their sup-
Henee there is a
strong demand for labor, and prosperity ap-

pears to be universally diffused.  But this pros- |

perity is in great part imaginary, 1t does not
represent the aversge state of things.  From
its very nature it eannot last,  Calling every
thing in the country worth twice as muny dol-
lars us it need to be adds to the wealth of no
one.  But fluctustions in the money value of
property and goods are attended with this in-
convenienee, that those who are debtovs or
ereditors and have promised to pay or to
receive fixed sums of money wre liable to
serions changes in their worldly estate,

A great many things affeet prices besides
the quantity of money which happens to Twe
in existence. Moreover in individual cases it
i% generally a change in the value of some
particular thing which adds to the load of the
debtor or relieves him. For example, o man
borrows money  amd  invests in o real estate.
The price of real estate is then what concerns
him. If there has been over-specilation in
that article and he is one of those who buy

when the price is ab the very Lighest, he is |
riined, and he has no one hut himsell to |

blame. In the snme way those who at the |
{ renominated 1o the XVth, has faults mostly of

Jlast moment enter into the manufacturing
business run the visk of the market’s becom-
ing ghutted, by which all in the DInsiness
are deprived  for & time of their usual
profits, even if they are lucky enough to es-
cape serions losses,  In coming (o un opinion
ax to the condition of the whole population of
the United Stales we must take all articles
into the acconnt, We find one eluss of arti-

Ueles, of imuense fmportanee, which has uot

within the last three vears—this fakes us back
to a year hefore the panic—sustained any AeTi-
ons full. We refer to wheat, corn, rye, oats,
and barkiy, By comparing the wholesale prices
of these articles ot Milwaukee in the first week

of October we find that No. 2 wheat was
gquoted at F1 18% per bushel in 1872, $1 12

00ty
cents

158714, and $1
worth 4

1573, 044y cents in
in 1873 Uorn was
a bushel in 1872, 45 cents  in I8TH,
Sl cents in U874 and DR cents in
1875, Oals were 25 cents a bushel in 1872,
Wiile conts in INTH, A0 cents in 1874, and 34
conts in 1875, Ryve was 51 cents a bushel in
1872, G7hy cents in 1875, 8710 cents in 1874,
and T conts in 1875, Baerley was 661 conls
a bushel in 1872, %1 40 in 1874, %1 10 in
ISTL and #1007 in 1875, Comparing the
priees of 1572 with those of 575, amd  eon-

in

| sidermz that the dmrvest of 1875, tuking nll

| . £l g
[ but only availabie as o toothsome morsel for |

monthie ago.  Readers who  do not  wanl
to fimd  themselves  disfomchised st |
remember  that  this s the  Jast  day.
Last  year a  conspierons captidate,

after n hot eanvass, fonnd himsell on eleetion
day deprived of the privilege of voting for |
iimself.  He bad forgotten to vegister. Unless |

we Controller |

wateh factory at Preepors, THL, burned, loss $150,- |

. A =2 000 shortage oocurred in the Trens-

Gove Allen will sneak in Pennsylvania,
== Chaiges wero made 8¢ 1o 6 ring of lawyers in
the Alabama Claiws Court, Bun. Boyd, the
aost notorions veteran coanterfeiter m the conntry,

000,
ury.

was captured after an eight-mile chaso on horse- |

back.
Crry AxD SUBUREBAN,—A Republioan ratification

mecting wis held at the Cooper Union, with ad- |

dresses by Senator Conkling and Salem H. Wales.
= = The Assembly  Committee on Crime mvesti-
gated  the Districi-Attorney’s : The
Bepate Invesiigaiing Commitiers made inguiries
fo regurd to  the  water supply. - Judge
Noilson ordered eutries of nolle proscgui to be mmde
o the libel indictmenis against Thewlore Tilton and
Francis D). Monlion, The preparatious for the
revival labors of Muody and Ssvkey o Brooklyn
were  complaied, Gold 116, 1158, 1155,
Gold value of the legal-tender dollar at the close,
B0 419 conta, i

Tur Wevrneir.—The Government report predicts
elear or partly cloudy nind warm weather, In
this city yesterday the duy was mild, hazy, and
slondless ; thermometer, 0, 637, Do,

oflice,

The last nail in the coffin of the Pennsyl-
vania Democrats, The report that Gov. Allen
is to take the stump for Pershing and the
Erie platform is confirmed.

)
A vigorous effort seems to be making to
s“hull” lard, and sugzestions of a corner in

that useful article are freely offered.  As they |

come from the West, where the hog product
has been large, these rumors may well be re-

ceived with caution,
SR,

No comfort is aftorded by the courts to the
belligerent Staten Islanders who resorted to
illegal measures in the support ol & competing
ferry. The sentence which condemns Mr.
Pendleton, the President of the Staten Island
and North Shore Ferry Compunics, to thirty
days' imprisoninent in Ludlow Street Jail,
seems remarkably severe. He is convicled, on
what looks like s technical coustruction of the

we do better to-day he may tind @ great many
sympathizers, ten days henee.

A month or two ago the great tronk railroad
lines to the West bronzght their roninons war
to a close by a temporary agreement Lo ad-
vanee the rates of freight awl  passenger
traffic,  This troee hus now been made n per-
manent treaty, awd as a fivst vesult the pat-a
have siain been advaneed, The  monopoly
promises, throngh ireesponsilide agents, that it
will not make itself still wore odious to the
public by a further  advance in a month or
two. Dut-the fulfillment will better satisfy
the people then the promise, At any rate it is

U fiem vieht to the terviiory of New-Giinea,

the padates of epicurean Chinese,

The expeditions stetting from Aisinlia have
their suppors at least in part in England, and
the promoters of the sehieme il place Tor its
advoeaey in British journals, Tt hae assumed
g0 setions an aspeet that The Lowdon Tomes
disusses with grave concern the probable con-
sequences. There is no mention of interna-
tional complications as Wkily to ensue, 1t oy
be doubted wheilier any civilized power has
in
1wes Hollynd (ook nomioal possession at the

Ueppth-weatern const of the islond and fonnded

[ & colony there, uf Tritou Bay.

gome satisfaction to bedieve thal the monopely |
is shrewd, and will not by high rtes kill the |

gooee that lays its golden eges,
r

PHASE

OF THE (ANAL
TIGATION,

1f the members of the Canal Board he-

lieved that the Seventh Report of the Investi-

gating  Commission  betrayed  a prejidiee

4 NEW INTES.

But this col-
ony was soon afterward withdvawn, and if
avy right to the territory of New-Guinea is

invested  still in the Daoteh Government on
accornt of discovery, il ean ot most only
apply  te the  westein portion  of  the

pelish wre destined for the eastern coast, which
was explored very fully in an expedition of
the Basilisk under Capt, Moreshy in 1875,
There is plenty of room on the wshad, as 1t is

Cmore than one-thivd larger than Franee, How

| little s popularly known of it

against some of the oficers and employés of |

the State, we wonder what they will think of
the Eighth Report, made public in our ecol-
umins this morning.,  The Commission leaves

U ihe contractors and engineers lor o while, and

deals with the conduet of a high ofticer of

State in whose fidelity the people have fully |

trusted, There have been rumora for  some

tinge of improper frusactions at (e Controller's
| .
Lone discoverer says, as could well be met.

office in connection with the award to the
Baxter Steam Canal Boat Cowmpany, but the

high reputation of Mr, Hopking has hitherto |

forbidden us to give them serious consideras
tion. The mortifying disclosures now made,
however, cannot be overlooked, The Legisla-
ture awarded $45,000 to William  Baxter for
his aduptation of steam to canal transportation,
but by an oversight the sum was not included
w the Appropriation bill, The Controller ac-
cordingly refused to puy the money until he
had obtained the opinion  of the Attor-
ney-General  on the  ecase, but  when
e wis urged to got the opinon, he only prom-
ised apd procrastinated. At last it was sug-
gested to Mr. Yan Dyck, the assigues of Bax-
ter, that by paying 1,000 to Thaddeus (.
Davis Lie conld secure what was wanted. The
bargain was made. Davis immediately ob-
teined from the Controller a letter to the At-
torney-General, and took it to him at Syracuse.
The Attorney-General immediately answered,
spproving the elaim, Dut during the two or
three days which the correspondence consamed,
the Baxter Company, being in sore pecuniary
siraits, had been obliged to sell their elaim
at a discount of ten per cont to “a
“gentleman in Troy,” and who should the

wias recently
illustrated by the saeeess of a book deseribing
aporting and other adventures in New-Gainea,
It ran the gauntlet of the reviews and obiained
fuir eommendation a8 o volume of travel,
Evepntually, however, a naturalist read the
book, and announeed that 9t was  entirely
fabnlous, as most of the plints and animals
deseribed do not exist upon the island,

We need not plunge headlong into regret
that the United States are distaneed in the
ovenpaney of New-Guinea, The natives are o
Kindly vaee, a5 genial and pleasant ravages,

AL the same time,” he remarks, 1 have no
“qdoubt they do a little cannibalism among

Sihemselves,”  They  have o way  of
using  human  skolls  auwd  vertebrne  as
orsnental  meticles,  the  latter adorn-
ing  the women, who  were  at first
supposed 1o be elad in a fine, transparent lnce,
which subsequent dnvestigation  revealed  as
only tattooing.  These natives supposcd their
English visitors were painted, and, Iwing per-
mitted, serubbed some of the British «kin vig-

orously, expeeting to rab off its whiteness, A
solemn rite, by which they ratitied their friend-
ship with the white people, consisted in bring-
ing a dog on the dick of the vessel and
kuocking his brains out.  On oue occasion a
party of explorers on shore, being very hungry,
proposed to share her meal with the ma-
tron of a native honsehold; but on secing
a lizard, fonr feet  long, in  the pot,
they lost their appetites.  The climate is
equable, but  mosqunitoes  thicken  the  uir
at  noon-day.  Missionaries of  both sexes
have been left on the island, but they die off
rapidly with fever, notwithstanding the virtnes
of the native practice in sneh discases, which
consists in bleeding from the forehead and

gentleman in Troy be but Mr, Franeis 8.
Thayer, the Auditor of the Canal Departument,

scratching the backbone with a flint. If all

| syELen.

products fogether, is a good one, and remem-
bering that dry  goods, groceries. lalor, and
ity other things which the farmer has to
buy, are cheaper than they were three years ago,
havee the farmers at this time any comd reason
for thinking that they are worse off than they

were in 18721 From this brief wmenticn of

promsinent faets, nud from the further ciream-
staners mentioned inoonr columus a day or
twa ago, that the ageregate quantities of tea,
coffee, and sugar dmported into the United
States =how no  falling off, we judee that the
hard times, thongh o severe visitudion on eer-
tain elasses of the population, are searcely felf
at all by others, while by large numbers the

fall in the money prices of their possessions |

over which they grieve is just as fictitious as
fhe previons rise, leaving them worth as much
as ever inoreal valne,

The hovd times have now
veurs, The exstreme point of  depresion nay
or may not have besa reacied, There is no
infullitte fest,  Former expericnce feaches that
the process ol recovery is ot a rapid one, but
in the nature of things its conupeneement ean-
not be long delayed. Bngland is the conntry
whiel most nearly resembles the United States
in its methods of business aod its Iinking
tn England doving the last nincty

Cyenrs there have been saven or eight periods

Uyl stocks or other commodities, to a level |

| have the opposite effect.

isdand.  The proposed settlements of the En- [ action lasted three full years.

of strongly marked  depreasion e business,
sueh as tlmt throngh which we are  pass-
ing, In no ease, however, has the extreme in-
the (hird year the exports aml imports, the
revenues  of  the Government, amd  the rate
of have  invariably  begun to
mark some  improvement, Al the aecepted

interest

authorities on the subjeet of compereial erises |

have treated them s veactions following an

excess of speenlation,  Speculation earries the |

prices of honses and lots, goods, bonds, rail-

at which they eannot be sustained, and the re-

sulting fall is in proportion to the extent of

the previous speculations and  the abuses of
eredit by whieh they have heen attended,  An
abuse of eredit takes place where, for inslance,
a farmer parts with his grain Tor a worthless rail-
roadd mortgaze, or sther seeurity, or where he is
the vietim of bad debts,  Inereasing the quan-
tity of money, as the inflationists would do if
they could, wonld not revive confidence, but
['nless done on a
aeale to il the minds of sensible men with
apprehensions of repndintion, it is net likely
that it would immedintely raise the price of
any article, while every prudent ereditor would
wizh to be paid as #oof as possible.  Our cur-
reney and finanees are not in the most satis-
factory state, but since we cannot have prac-
tical measures for their improvement the next
best thing is to let them alone, I prices are
not now rising 1t certainly I8 not for laek of

money in New-York amd other great cities to |

buy what is offered in the market,

THE NEW

NENATE,

The Democrats started a long way shead in |

the campaign in this State, and every week
has served to increase their lead rather than
to lessen it, The Republicans koew this so

well that they may be said to have abandoned 1

their State ticket the day it was nominated, The
Legislature became the point of attack, more
in hope of earrying the upper house again
than of overturming the present majority in
the lower. And here another series of blun-
ders was added to the series that had gone
before and the series that was to come after,
The times demanded new men and better

the products that are to be had on the island | men,  Instead, some of the grimicsl velerans

| lican

{men of integrity and
| them, Stephen Ho Hammond, bas been the

Tnstedd two full |

By the end of |

the money they bhad carried away from the
capital,

John M. Selkreg was renominated in tho
XXIVth Distriet, and has not lncked the eager

able & man as George W, Schuyler of Tomp-
kins. Mr, Sclkreg has all the resources of a
man who has carefully covered his footprints,
and is an adept in all the arts of the hypo-
crite who keeps up the pretense of virtue,
even in the presence of the men who have
bought bim. It will only be by hard work
that Mr. Selkreg's majority of 1,500 can be
overcome, Next comea William B, Wouodin,
renominated in the XXVih District with the
help of Republicaus who opposed him two
yeurs ago, but have now been bribed into
silence with political gifts, This legislative
lackey of Willium M. Tweed has long been the
Republican leader in the Senate, and his re-
election is perhaps a party neecessity. To the
eftorts of his Democratie opponent, Charles F.
Durston, and the Prohibitionist candidate,
Henry M. Clark, his constituents may yet ows
their redemption from great disgrace, The last
of the Tweed Senators can hardly elaim to be the
first of reformers, In the XXXILI District
Commadore 1. Vedder, one of the Doldest of
Albany “ strikers,” has been nominated, and
has remained in the field in spite of the en-
trenties of the party press (hat he should with-
draw. His Liberal opponent, Judson W.
Breed, is in every way worthy of success, and
his defeat, though there is & majority of 2,500
against Lim, wouldl be a lasting reproagh to hia
distriet. In Albany, Hamilton Harrig, o legislative
trickster and the alleged bribor of Callicot in
1863, has been nominated, Democratie di-
visions here have scemed likely to render the
election of & Republican possible, but these

to the retirement of Mr. McElwain from the
field and the consequent rveéleetion of Sen-
ator Duyton, who has made s fair record.
From the 1d Distriet, in Brooklyn, William
Richardson lus been nomivated, thongh for as
Litle good reason probubly as Senator John
', Jaeohs, whom the Democrata have renomi-
nated in the [HId.  Senator Willard Wagner,

a negative kind. He is constantly absent from
hi« post, and wholly indiff-rent  to the
lpuhlir intereata, He represents nothing  but
| himself and the ailvond interests with which
ihl' is connected, His  Demoeratie opponent,
|

|

Geo, T, Benediet, made an excellent record in
the list Aseembly ns a conscientions member,
who not only knew his duty but did it. The
remainitg Republican renominations are unob-
jectionable, though not strong. James W.
Booth of the Vih District, Honry . Counelly of
the XIVith, Franklin W, Tobey of the XVIth,
Dan. H. Coleof the XXIXth and Abijah J, Well-
man of the XXXih, have all made good records,

constituents.  Eight Repnblican Senators have
been  renominated in all—nearly one-half  of
their present  representation  in  the upper
louse. Among the new nuames there are
several not without eonsiderable strength. B,
Platt Carpenter, nominated in the XIth District,
has qualifications which his Demoeratic com-
petitor, James Muckin, is unmistakably de-
ficlent in. Thomas Coleman, in the XIIth, is
a citizen of unblemished reputation.  Indeed,
| the Uity of Teoy 15 to be congratulated on her
| eandidates.  Ex-Senator Jumes Gibson, the
| Demoeratic  nominee, helped  to lead the
| (anal  Reform movement of 1567 that
Lended 80 disastrously  for its  Repub-
participnnts,  Eithor of these men
will dignify the seat he fills, Theodore S.
| Suyre in the XIXth seews to be as far beyond
eriticism as his opponent, Josinh K. Browi.
Drenmis Met'arthy in the XX11d has had a long
andd varied experience in publie life, and Sher-
man 8. Rogers in the XXXIst is a lawyer of
excellent ability and high stending.

The Demovratie list embraces fewer vulner-
able names, and probably an equal number of
fitness. Ouly one of

' sihjeet of definite charges, bt these are #o
cvave, and his defense is so damning, that he
deserves to be buried beneath the ballots east

for lus apponent, Edwin Hicks, John Fox
and  Jolin €. Jacohs are not men whom
Tup Tersese likes to see in the Senate s

bul so long as there are ignorant and knavish
elusses in our great eities, the Foxes and the
Jacobses must be expected to rise to the sur-
face. The nominees of Tammany Hall show a
mrked improvement, however, It Is a great
step in advanee when that organization pro-
motes an honest Assemblyman like James Daly
to the apper house, and when gentlemen of the

of the lobly were renominated by means of

support of the party press as against 8o honor- |

are apparently lessening, and indi ations point |

and ean fairly eluim the commendation of their |

Ltime a teain prssed

|

[

pallful on a wheetharrow, the action was se
deliberate that it seemed 08 if timed to slow
mnsie.  One spectator deseribed it ns like the
swing of a two-minute pendulum. At fregnent
intervals there would bhe a complete stoppags ;
half a dozen or more of the “ laborers”™ wounld
saunter off together to the water pail; every
the whole gang eeased
their exertions and tuined to look at it; and

at noon and at 5 o'cleck they quitted
their  work  with a  punctuality  that
wag  often  even  ahead of  time. A
sight  that  would  lave  heen  Indierons

if it were pot so sad, was the opcration of
pumping  water where 1t had  setiled in A
gully, ‘ihe pump necded o long, fast stroke ;
with the lnzy movements of the men not one
stroke in half a dozen eanght the water or
lifted 1t to the spont.

This was not an execptional cise. Just such
work—it it ean be so called—miay be scen
daily in new strects aml np-town  bonlevards,
It is the consummate flower of Citi-
zens who have watehed it year by yeur say
that it now surpasses everything they have seen
in the art—for it 15 an art that pew laborers
do not at enee acquire—of dawiling. Perhaps
it has reached its limit of development ; indeed
any more  ridienlons  pretense  of labor is
searcely conceivable,  Gen. Porter, testifying

.Ifilll"‘*‘-

[on the subject, seems o rezad this os an
Uinevitable result where day labor is emploved.

Its advantage is that better wook is ultimately
done then under the contract system, the
materinls  used being alwaya more earefully
seleetel, But it may be doubted whether the
gain thus secured compensates tor the evident
extravagance of ‘the present svstem.  He sug-
gests that the smaller nnd less important
works be done by econtract; but he sees no
help in the matter as to the greater ones, The
day-lnhor sp=tem serves political parposes mors
readily than the contraet plan; the lahorers
have votes: there wre seores of men cmployed
in oversecing their work, or protending to, in
keeping records, and the like.  Henee the Tubor
of our ity has become a part of the political
machine. It is by no means eertmn that
smushing the machine wonld mend matters,
It is, however, only too evident that things
are not in 4 way to better themselves. There
is no prospect of improvement under the day-
labor system. There s jnst a bare possibility
that honest work wight sometimes Le got by
contract, A ecloiee of evils is the best that

| our municipal institutions offer,

Mr. Ira Shafer's “oxplanation™ o Judgs Taw-
rence ot an ocenrrence which hus given Mr. Shafer
hymwelf grent pain will be rewd by the legnl profis.
sion aod citizens generally with profound ciaotion,
In an ungnaeded moment Mre, Shafer was “ betrayed
into putting his thonghts into language™ to auch an
extent that he spolee of Juwdige Davis in open conrt s
“a perfectly infamons judge” amld Juden Dinicls
as o mere spaniel” 1t mmns mlmittodd,
avenn by Mr.  Shafer’s  warmest  admirers,
that  this  was  somewhat  excesding  the
limits of forensic  delate, and we wera nog
surprised when Judge Luwrence annomnesl the
other day that be should foe) bonnd to report * the
oocnrrenes” to the General Term,  Mr, Shafer has
pow voluntarily come foraand amd said—we are not
quite olear what e has said, except that he is sorry
it happened, as indowd be very well may be, and that
he in pot getuated by fear, sinee  the meaning of
that werd personally e docs not understanl.” We
ave gsstired npon the highest anthorily —=tlat of Mr,
Shafer himself —that this eminent advocate’s de-
mesnor toward the benel tias been  uniformly
conrtens, a eombination we snppose of the courags
of alion with the tenderest consideration of othery'
weakness: and in short, considering the heroism of
his character and the elegant grace of his maonors,
it 18 very plain that the tortures be has suffered
during the pust week must have been excruciating
bevond all eonception,

. T—

The fast wail train lie hoad the vsual experience
most good things snfler while they are pew, So
mwimch was expected of it that it was overloaded with
work st the outset, and every trivial lnpse wos exag-
gernted into an utter breakdown,  Then it liad
for erities @  mnliitude of newspapers whioh
unwisely considered it hiwtile to their interests, and
watchel for every chanee to say an unkind word of
it. But in the fucsof all diteulties it has been
gradaally getting into exeollent working onder,. We
hear fewer and fewer complainis every day from

| sibseribers,  and  the  doterior s rapidly  be-
coming  acenstomed  to consider the  old
Inxury  of  New-York  worning  papers s

private station of Jumes W, Gerard and Everett |
1", Wheeler enter publie life under its auspices, |

Among the nominees in the interior there are
several former veteruns in pnblie life whom

the Reform revival has ealled again to the |

frout,- Daniel B, 8t, John in the Xth, James
1. Starbuck in the XVIIth, and William €.

Lamont  in the XXIId belong to  the
doys and bring with  them the memories
of the Constitutional Convention of ",

A newer recrait is John R Kennaday of the
Id (Brooklyn)  Distvict, whose  recond inside

of the Assembly is as good as that of his op- |

ponent ontside of it is bad, The fusion of the
lavger part of the  Liberal  organization with
the Demoeratic would seem to be o fair infer-
ence from the faet that six of the Democratie
candidates were Greeley Republicans in 1572,

s useless ns now,  The general anticipation is
of o State Government, Demoeratic both in
its legizslutive and  executive branchea, The
proportions of their victory, however, and its
ultimate  effecta, eannot be  predicted  when
party lines are obliterated, and honest men are
rallying ngainst thieves.

THE CITY'S LABORERS,
The testimony bronght before the Committee
of the Senate that is investigating our mnici-
pal affuirs, serves rather to verify fuets well

ties. That the work pertormed by the laborers

There never was 8 time when prophecy was |

s present necessity,  There is a hope that the oper-
atioma of the avstem may e papidly extended south-
ward us far as Washington, and there can he little
doubt that, if our impatient poople will only wait
for this germ to develop itself, wo shall soon have s
general quickeniog of not less than twenty-five per
cent in the mail service between distant important

points every where throughout the country,
——

Battle is to be fairly joined between John Mor-
rissey and John Kelly in the IVth Disirict. Mor-
rissey has been finally deiven inio the rving.  His
frivnds boast thnt bus mwaking the fight will be worth
fve thousand votes to the anti-Tammany Stats
ticket, Whether it will he worth an loetion to Mr.
Morrissoy is not vet quite clear, but it s mteresting
to bear a5 one of (he natter-of-fact news ilems of

the day that the Republicans are all oxpscted to
vote for Mr. Morrmsey,

PERSONL.

Vice-President Wilson was in this eity yes-
terday, on his way trom Boston te Washington.

Mr, Alma Tadema, the London ariist, ac-
lt‘ulllwuulnl. by lis wife, has startod o s long tour of

laly,

Desn Stanley s preparing for pablication the
Wi sertes of his * Lectures on the History of the Jewish
Clinreh™

Senator Booth of Californin has had an en-
thustastie publie reception at his old bome In Salem,
Indiaun,

Mr, Chichkine, the Russiun Minister to this
eonntry, urrived in this ety yesterday, with his family,
fiom hurope 5

The Mayor of Omaha (Nebo has sent a bar-
rel of cholie Nohraaka spples s a present to Mra. Hare
torts, danghiter of President Grant,

M, Waumean, mnele of the Deputy for the
Sedteect A e, s g iven g=0,000 to the town of Lille for

| the ereetion of o e art mnseun.

known to our citizens than to diselose novel- |

| employed on eity improvements is slow, lazy |

and expensive, has become an everyday ob-
| servation of our tax-pavers, The contrast was

very strikingly shown between such performance
| and gennine work, when the lubor on the Fourth
Avenue improvement was going on simultane-
ously with that of laving street pipesa in the
vicinity, The men at work for the railroad
kept steadily at their labor.  The pick and
shovel were handled with a1 will,  The excava-
tion deepencd and lengthened, the stone and
brick for the tunnel were laid, in all the day-
light hours, without cessation. The finished

of the spectator.  But where the city’s lubor-
ers were, close by, there wus a seene of o
totully different character. It looked more like
the show of labor that is sometimes performed
on the stage, or like grown-up ehildren play-
ing atework. In litting their shovels,
each with about enough dirt on the blade to

[ |

Prof. Proctor began his series of astronomical
leetures in Boston on Wednesday evening with his old
lecture on the Trousits of Yonis,

The Siuge of Coneord is spoken of by o learned
Chileago paper as * Mre. Ko W, Eaerson, an accomplh hed
lectorer and reformer.”  Buel is Tt

Mr. Robert Lowe and Mr. Thomas Carlyle
Baving Aechins) to b candbdntes for the Lord Bectomsiip
of Aberdecn University, M, Gruut Daff will probusly be
elertied,

Gen, Jozeph Hooker, who for the past year
ormore has been n resldent ot Gasden City, on Long
Talmind, bons stiarted for the Flot sprbugs of Vicg s, wieee
Yoe gy peases to spend the Winter, '

Queen Vietoria has placed 1,000 in the hands
of the Princess Lonian to be distvibnited among the work-
eh bn the ciuploy of the Dake of ArgyH for thelt exirs
Tt during tie visit of Her Mojesty o loverary.

e monument to Edgar Allun Poe io West-
minster churchyned, Boltimoe, will probably be wo,

vailed abouit Nov. 4. Tho delay Laa been cansed by the
desine 1o ebtinn o move promdnont loeation than thst i
which Foo's rematng now repose,

Some hitherto nnmentioned  lett s of Galie

work actually seemed to grow before the eyes | Teo bave been discovered tn the Milapese State aivhives,

They relate apeclully to uegotiations pending laiwoen
niwself and the Spaatsh Government for the adopton oy
Spaniah seamen of bis system of employ g geograplicat
Latitides ws n guide to oy igution,

Prof, Brown of Syracuse University docsn't

| take mimel stk i the supposod Dones of o mastodon

cover it, in swinging the pick, in trundling sx

founsd at Center Lisle.  He suys the atze of the bones docs

::!E. A}"’&"’ﬂ"ﬁaﬁﬁ"&" "r:iwrlu. wiid hie suspecis Luey
il " » |
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The Pope had an interview recontly with a



